Essay 3: Draft 1 Progress Report

(Please write your answers on the lines below the questions)

Your Name ______Richard Kluz__________________________________________ Number of words of draft ___1536_____

TOPIC & THESIS: What is the object you are evaluating?

Movie: Boondock Saints
What are the standards of value you using to make your evaluation? List here.  Are these stated directly or indirectly in the draft?  Explain.

I am making a positive review praising a movie that I personally thought was genius.
What is your over arching judgment of the object?

Highly recommend
Is your thesis sufficiently complex to indicate the mixed feelings you may have toward the object? 

Yes it is.
What is your thesis? 

Boondock Saints was a maxed out adrenaline rush that kept you on your feet, wanting more, and seeing raw genius in its purest form.
Did you state it explicitly in the draft? (You are not required to). Why did or didn’t you put it in the draft? I did put it in the draft except it appears at the end.
PURPOSE: Other than fulfilling the requirements of the assignment, what is your primary purpose in writing this essay?  What do you want your readers to believe as a result of reading your essay? I want my readers to state their own opinions on the movie and watch it if they didn’t.
AUDIENCE: You must choose a specific publication that you are writing for. What is it? Why this publication?  I am writing it as a online movie critic for any website that has movie reviews.
List three ways that you have used language that would appeal to a general audience and not an audience of college students.

I used quotes, details and dialogue to show my strength in my opinion.
DEVELOPMENT: What kinds of evidence are you using to support your judgment?  Examples? Comparisons with other subjects of the same type?  Expert opinions?  Other?

I am using expert opinions and a lot of detail to catch my readers’ attention.
What source(s) will you list on your Works Cited page?
Internet review as well as pictures.
ORGANIZATION: ?  Does your opening paragraph introduce, describe, and summarize the subject you are evaluating?  Is there sufficient information for your reader who doesn’t know your subject?

Yes it does, it actually starts off with a scene from the movie. 
On a separate sheet of paper, outline your draft.  Does your outline present an argument in support of your thesis claim that follows the reasons proof pattern? Explain. 

Yes it does, it follows the step by step form to making a good review.
Examine your draft for transitions for each new developing paragraph.  What do you need to do to make your transitions stronger? Not sure to be honest.
PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT: What are you most pleased with in this draft?  Be specific.  

I am most pleased in my language use and the way I used detail, opinion and an expert opinion to make my review strong.
List any problems you are having with this draft and write down any questions you have about the assignment or your work.
         I am actually having no problems with this draft and hope it is a success. I hope everyone likes it and takes their time to watch the movie.                              
                             Boondock Saints review: by Richard Kluz
     “And shepherds we shall be, For Thee, my Lord, for Thee. Power hath descended forth from Thy hand, That our feet may swiftly carry out Thy command. So we shall flow a river forth to Thee And teeming with souls shall it ever be. In Nomine Patris et Filii et Spiritus Sancti.” This short prayer is said in Troy Duffy’s masterpiece, The Boondock Saints, which is about two brothers, Connor (Sean Patrick Flanery) and Murphy (Norman Reedus) McManus that decide to rid the scum off the streets of Boston while avoiding being tracked down by the FBI. 

     The story starts off basically when the brothers accidentally killed members of the Russian mafia in their own self defense. The deaths of the thugs attract Boston’s local police and especially FBI agent, Paul Smecker (William Defoe). The scene itself is genius and pristine in content and emotion. Courage makes a connection with religion showing emotion like none other. While being handcuffed to a toilet, Connor sees his brother gets pulled out of the slummy apartment that contains nothing more then two beds, two crucifixes and a bathroom. Murphy is taken out of the room like Jesus taken by the Romans after Judas’ betrayal. However, the love for his brother doesn’t stop Connor as he pulls the toilet straight from the floor as his hands bled like Jesus’ hands after being nailed to the cross. The amount of emotion Troy Duffy put in this scene makes the movie what it is. This scene is basically the building block to the whole movie and an introduction to a war on evil by good, with good as the victor. Connor sees his brother on his knees with a gun in his face. He drops the toilet on the head of the mafia member while Connor leaps into the trash-can nearby. Murphy then picks up the lid and bashes the other thug’s head in. Knowing what they have done, they decide to turn themselves in, an instead of being called murderers, they are called heroes.

     While sleeping in the jail cell, Connor and Murphy are awakened, as if from a nightmare but at that time they realize what their destiny is. They realize that God has given them a mission to punish the evil men and bring good to a world full of corruption. Using a beeper that they took from the mob member, they use it to track down a meeting of the Russian mafia. The brothers feel is if a great opportunity to start their “crusade.” They arrive fully loaded with guns and even rope. “Charlie Bronson’s always got rope. Yeah. He's got a lot of rope strapped around him in the movies, and they always end up using it.” said Connor. And they did. They fell through a vent and while hanging by that rope they shot up a whole Russian crime syndicate which was much easier then they thought it would be. Shortly after, Rocco (David Della Rocco), a close friend of theirs and a delivery man for the Italian mafia walks in and they play a trick on him taking him hostage. He was their also to do a “hit” for the mafia and walking in he saw that the job was already done. The brothers explained to him what they were doing which greatly caught Rocco’s attention and causing him to join in on their killing spree for God. Rocco is very excited and gives out a under boss of the Yakavetta crime family of the Italian family. He decides to go and rid the sinner at a local strip club the under boss visits. As the days go by, bodies are being counted and FBI agent Smecker is still onto them.

     One thing Smecker realizes is that on every killing there are pennies left covering the eyes of the ones killed. Its symbolism refers to Greek mythology on how the deceased always had to pay a toll for the boat keeper to get them across the river to the underworld. Smecker started to realize that these aren’t just random killing but they are killings with a reason. Over time it starts to drive him mad, yet fascinated to what is going on. Duffy connects all the scenes in a flawless manner and makes the movie quite understandable and pulling to the audience. Honestly, by the minute I got more and more interested in what was going to happen, and the movie didn’t bore me even once. It kept me on my feet and focused, waiting impatiently for what was going to come. 

     The information of the killing of the under boss gets to Papa Joe (Carlo Rota) which is the boss of the family. He is disturbed by what happened and decides to hire a contract-killer which was locked away for numerous murders. II Duce (Billy Connolly) is the best of the best and is slick like a ghost. He kills with precision and loves what he does as long as it never involves women or children. Instead of showing II Duce as a young man which looks like a serial killer, he dices to make him look like a grandfather who would be taking care of his grandson or granddaughter instead of hunting for possible threats to the Italian mob. Well II Duce ambushes them and Rocco’s finger gets shot off and later found by the FBI agent who is growing more and more furious with the fact that he doesn’t know who is doing all this killing. He himself takes the finger for testing and unravels the mystery haunting him for so long. He remembers seeing Rocco bringing clothes into the precinct for the brothers and he also sees that the finger belongs to him. He goes on a drinking rage and consults a priest to find out what he has to do. He is caught up in a dilemma: Which law is greater? The law of God and morality, or the law of human justice and punishment of crime? He goes with choice one, and decides he will help the brothers continue their divine massacre. 

     They later break into the Yakavetta mansion, with the help of Smecker and are caught by the mafia thugs. Rocco is killed by Papa Joe to intimidate the brothers and out of no where II Duce shows up. He hears the brothers recite the family prayer and he completes is reveling his true identity as their long-lost father. Duffy did a great job by picking the reunion to be at that scene in the movie. As the brothers lay crying over the death of their friend, the II Duce sees the man that he was suppose to kill, dead and hears the boys recite the prayer. At that point different emotions clash. You feel anger, sadness, and revenge, and see the blood with tears mixing to make outstanding detail and make the audience feel as if they were the saints themselves.

     Later Papa Joe is at trial being tried for the crimes he committed and it is looking positive for him. However with the help of Agent Smecker and local police officers, II Duce and the McManus brothers come in and bring him to his knees to receive a retributive penance that will cleanse the sinner. “Do not kill. Do not rape. Do not steal. These are principles which every man of every faith can embrace. These are not polite suggestions, these are codes of behavior, and those of you that ignore them will pay the dearest cost. There are varying degrees of evil. We urge you lesser forms of filth, not to push the bounds and cross over, in to true corruption, into our domain. For if you do, one day you will look behind you and you will see we three, and on that day you will reap it. And we will send you to whatever god you wish.” They end with a speech while Papa Joe screams for his goons to help him. All three of them come up and with two pistols and a shotgun pointed at Papa Joe’s head they end their prayer, and fire at once forever banishing him into an eternity of flame. This scene alone was inspiring and sent a flow of goose bumps running through my body all over my skin. While the speech was being said they didn’t only understand the meaning but you felt it, it became part of you. It shows the victory of good amongst evil and showed there is always a punishment waiting for the once who have sinned and have never been caught of judged by their actions.

According to Maurice Broaddus, an environmental toxicologist by day and a horror writer by night, written on hollywoodjesus.com , “Boondock Saints is a smart, funny, non-stop action, though a little over-the-top. Nonetheless, it is a fun romp of a movie, thick with testosterone fantasy.” I totally agree with him and feel as is Boondock Saints was a maxed out adrenaline rush that kept you on your feet, wanting more, and seeing raw genius in its purest form. This movie was a classic and I recommend it to everyone. 
